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A MESSAGE FROM THE ALUMNI SECRETARY
From the moment of the tragedy, there has
been only one thought, one determination in
the minds of everyone connected with Kenyon
and many who have no connection whatever—
Old Kenyon must rise again. Among those
of us who know and love Kenyon, the reason
for this is obvious. Old Kenyon was the
symbol of the College itself. It was not only
the first college building, built by the founder,
the symbol of all that Kenyon has stood for
in the 125 years of its existence, but it was
essential to the current welfare of the College.
It housed nearly a quarter of the under
graduates, and the College cannot long function
properly without it.
Many people not connected with the Col
lege recognize that Old Kenyon was a symbol,
and in addition that it was an historic land
mark, an outstanding example of the very best
architecture of its time. In what was the
Northwest Territory when Old Kenyon was
built, there are few buildings to compare with
it. As the Cleveland Plain Dealer said in an
editorial on February 28th, "such old buildings
go to make tradition in America. They are
rare because we are such a young nation.
What few exist add that touch of venerability
which all nations and people like to acquire.
Like old houses that have been lived in for
generations, they are symbols of success and
solid endeavor."
From all over the nation have come ex
pressions of this same idea, and they were so
overpowering that we could not have resisted,
even had there been the impulse to do so.
But while we certainly have the mandate to
restore the historic old building, there is still
the tremendous question of the securing of
funds.
The
would
March
minute

trustees were so sure that the money
be forthcoming when they met on
12, that they decided to waste not a
in getting started. Let no one think

that that decision was based on a sure knowl
edge of where the money would come from,
but only on their confidence in the alumni
and many friends of the College.
This puts a tremendous responsibility on
us, the alumni of Kenyon, who must shoulder
the main burden. If what has been done thus
far is any indication of the final result, there
will be no doubt about it. Old Kenyon will
rise again and will be paid for as it rises.
There is neither time nor organization for
a carefully planned "campaign," which would
be run from Gambier. We are asking each
of the alumni associations to organize its
own effort and to carty it through. In many
areas, work is already well along and sub
stantial contributions have been received.
One of the first meetings for this purpose
was in Akron. Under the leadership of Bob
Fitch, '27, President of the Akron Association,
with the help of Walter Tunks, K. '10, B. '15,
Ed Stansfield, '26, Don Mell, '21, and the other
alumni there, a total of $6700 was subscribed
around the table, and every man at the meet
ing agreed to act as a member of the Akron
committee to see that every alumnus in the
area was given an opportunity to contribute.
A few weeks later, a similar meeting was
held in Chicago where over $3000 was sub
scribed, and Bob McDonald, '35, accepted the
chairmanship of the money-raising committee
and called on everyone at the table to con
sider himself a member, which everyone did.
Similar meetings have been held in Colum
bus and Cincinnati, and before this issue is
in your hands, meetings will have been held
in Buffalo, New York City, and Detroit and
probably elsewhere.
Those alumni not affiliated with local as
sociations (as well as those who are) will
receive, before this issue reaches them, a direct
appeal for help. Enclosed will be a subscription
card designed to cover both cash payments

and pledges for
31, 1950.

payment

before December

The cost of restoration is now estimated at
between $800,000.00 and $850,000.00. With a
minimum insurance payment of $150,000.00
(this may be slightly higher), and approxi
mately $250,000.00 received as gifts to date,
we still have nearly a half million dollars
to raise.
President Chalmers, the trustees, and I are
working hard on foundations and large poten
tial contributors outside of the College family.
The alumni are being covered as above. Many
other enterprises are going on in many places.
Episcopal churches are asking for free will of
ferings and are giving benefits for Old Kenyon.
The Kenyon Choir and Singers are giving
several concerts in churches in Ohio—Cin
cinnati, Akron, Cleveland, and Toledo. Frater
nity men in Cleveland, organized under the
leadership of Edgar Brown, '22, and Norman
Daykin of Center College, have raised over
$2000.00 and contributions are still coming.
Kenyon fraternities, Kenyon undergraduates,
and faculty are all collecting. A memorial has
been established by the freshman class and an
other by Middle Kenyon. The House of Repre
sentatives at Columbus passed a resolution of
sympathy, and every member of the House con
tributed to the fund for relief. The Cleveland
Play House contributed its services and present
ed an excellent performance of "An Inspector
Calls" at the Mount Vernon Memorial Theatre
for the benefit of Old Kenyon under the spon
sorship of the Kiwanis Club of Mount Vernon.
The Rotary Club in Mount Vernon, among its
32 members, contributed nearly $12,000.00.
Large and small contributions have come from
parents and grandparents of students in College
and of former students. Members of the 1948
School of English in far places have re
membered Kenyon. Recent speakers at the Col(Continued on page 2)
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ALUMNI NOTES
M. CURTIS KINNEY, '12, has been elected
president of the Rotary Club of Mount Ver
non, Ohio. HARRY W. KOONS, '05, is one
of the directors of the club.
FRED H. PALMER, JR., '22, president of
the Palmer Supplies Co. and former president
of the Alumni Council of Kenyon College, was
married to Mrs. Mildred Woodford of Lakewood, Ohio, at the Presbyterian Church in Lakewood, on April 16. The couple plan to make
their home in Lakewood.
JOHN G. LOOFBOURROW, '23, As
sociated Press night editor in New York, and
Miss Louise Groody, former Broadway musical
comedy star, were married in New York on
January 8.
LEONARD E. PRICE, '25, a Republican,
was recently appointed safety director of Cuya
hoga Falls, Ohio by Democratic Mayor Joseph
W. Harding. In 1945, Price helped organize
the Harding-for-Mayor Club.
F. ALTON WADE, '26, professor of
geology at Miami University, and Mrs. Wade
became the parents of a baby boy on January
6. The father was a senior scientist on two of
the Byrd expeditions to the Antarctic.
JOHN ARMSTRONG FINK, '38, was
married to Miss Betsy Hubbard Brooks of
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, January 26. He is
with the W. S. Hill Advertising Company.
ROBERT MEYERS, '38, has been appointed
instructor in marketing at Miami University at
Oxford, Ohio.
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

Cleveland Alumni Dance

The authors of the recent musical hit, "This
Will Do!", Tom Barrett and Clem Welsh, little
thought last winter when they wrote the dia
logue and lyrics about the trials of Bishop
Chase in trying to build Old Kenyon that when
the play would be produced we should all of
us be thinking about exactly the same problems.

The Alumni Association of Northern Ohio
is sponsoring a dance on Saturday, May 14,
at the University Club in Cleveland. The
proceeds from the dance will go toward the
reconstruction of Old Kenyon. It is expected
that a large number of undergraduates will at
tend this year's dance, because of its extra
significance.

As everyone on the Hill agreed, the musical
comedy was an overwhelming success. It is
hard for anyone who was not present to im
agine, but in spite of all the fun and slapstick
the finale song, "This Will Do," proved a
truly moving thing.
"And in the days when all the building's done
Men shall see the towers in the sun,
And they will sing of the work you and I have
begun."
The restored walls will not be four and
one-half feet thick, but they will have steel and
concrete behind them and their face will be
made of the old stone. We are all of one
mind, that the rebuilt building will look like
the old, retaining its handsome proportions,
shape, and color. Within, of course, it will be
altogether new and durable and as safe as
modern engineering can make it.
Many messages, pledges, and gifts from
alumni far and near confirm us in our deter
mination, in spite of the great expense, to re
build immediately.
GORDON KEITH CHALMERS

One Hundred Twenty-first
Commencement
Friday, June 10:
Registration
Smoker
Saturday, June 11"
Alumni Council Meetings
Athletics
Division Meetings
Sunday, June 12:
Baccalaureate Service
Alumni Luncheon
Class Night
Monday, June 13:
Commencement
Commencement Luncheon
Bexley Banquet
Tuesday, June 14:
Ordination Service

A MESSAGE FROM
THE SECRETARY
{Continued from page 1)
lege have contributed their honoraria. Frater
nity chapters in other colleges have sent con
tributions.
One of our own alumni contributed a bond
from his savings; another decided with his
wife to give up a planned vacation and con
tribute the amount which they would have
spent enjoying themselves, to restoration. Con
tributions have come from suppliers, professors

Oldest Alumnus
Kenyon College's oldest living alumnus,
Charles C. Fisher, '76, was recently pictured in
the Harvard University Alumni Bulletin, along
with Dean Erwin N. Griswold of the Harvard
Law School. Mr. Fisher is a graduate of the
Law School of the Class of 1878. Dean Gris
wold visited him at his home in Richmond,
Virginia, and reported to the Harvard Uni
versity Alumni Bulletin that he had found Mr.
Fisher "well and keen with very clear memories
of his days as a law student (at Harvard) more
than seventy years ago."
Mr. Fisher was last seen on the Hill in 1942,
when his grandson William Sawyer graduated.
He is expected to attend commencement exer
cises at Harvard this June.

From the School of English
The unsolicited support of the College given
by students who attended the School of English
last Summer has been exceedingly gratifying.
Between 20 and 25 per cent have made con
tributions, many of which were very generous
for young authors and graduate students of
limited means.
More than 90 per cent have written letters of
sympathy and inquiry, often asking what help
they might be to the College.
Dr. Charles Coffin, Dean of the School of
English, says: "It is a gratifying thing to me
personally to discover the way in which Kenyon
College has evoked from them so sympathetic
and generous a response. I hope greatly that
the Alumni of the College will be happy to
learn how firmly Kenyon can attach itself to the
affections of those who attend but briefly, and
I hope too that they will not mind if these
people gently appropriate some portion of the
College for themselves."
'in other institutions, student bodies in other
colleges, and from friends who prefer to re
main anonymous.
Our own alumnus, Albert C. Whitaker, '88,
set off this flow of generosity on the morning
of the fire with his offer of $25,000.00 toward
the rebuilding program.
For all of these gifts and to all of the persons
who have made them, Kenyon is eternally grate
ful.
Old Kenyon will be restored not by one or
two large gifts but by the gifts of many, and
every alumnus of the College will want to con
tribute according to his means; no gift is too
small; none too large. Don't wait, do it now!
Robert B. Brown, Alumni Secretary

A L U M N I

"THIS WILL DO!"
Probably the biggest success of the year was
Kenyon's own home-grown musical comedy,
"This Will Do!" Chaplain Thomas Barrett
and Bexley Professor Clement Welsh created
the piece — plot, dialogue, words, and music.
Author Welsh says in his program notes that he
was inspired by a box of Kleenex, which sug
gested to his mind the phrase, "a tissue of lies."
All the famous characters of Kenyon's early
history appear in "This Will Do!" though
scarcely in their proper historical perspective.
Students, staff members, professors — and their
wives and children took part. Music, choreo
graphy, and costuming were said by Gambier
audiences to be at least on a par with "Okla
homa" and the frequent local references in
the dialogue gave the lines more punch than
any impersonal, commercial play could hope
to have.
"This Will Do!" embodied all the carefree
gaiety of spring, all the half-joking, half-ser
ious attachment which Kenyon people feel for
the place and its traditions, and somehow dem
onstrated that a strong healthy college is just as
much young as it is old.
The proceeds for the three performances have
gone into the Restoration Fund—to build again
the College whose first building was the subject
of "This Will Do!"

Central Ohio Kenyonite
One of the ideas always floating

about in

the sea of minds is that a periodical of some
sort will bring them closer together.

Though

they may not always be able to meet in fel
lowship, through a generally distributed news
letter each can know what his friends and his
organization are doing.

The interest in the

whole, if sometimes latent, is always extant.
The purpose of the Kenyon Alumni Bulletin
is to keep the greater body of Kenyon men in
formed about all matters pertaining to the
College: i.e., the College in Gambier and Ken
yon wherever Kenyon men are.
Recently this office received Volume I, Num
ber 1, of the Central Ohio Kenyonite, a ma
terialization of that ever-present idea. Edited
by Frank McL. Mallett, '34, it represented a
great deal of hard work.

The publication, a

four-page multigraphed paper, is an effort to
strengthen the ties that bind Kenyon men in

DR. GEORGE W. EAGON, '39, and his
wife are the parents of a daughter, Mary Jane
Hall Eago'n, born March 24, in Portland,
Oregon.
The father was an outstanding
swimmer as an undergraduate at Kenyon.
FREDERICK S. HOLT, '41, is engaged to
be married to Miss Emily Kent Wright of
Princeton, New Jersey. Frederick is an in
structor and graduate student at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology.
PHILIP T. DOUGHTON, '42, M.D. has
been promoted from first lieutenant to captain
at Kelly Field, Texas. He has been an as
sistant flight surgeon for the past 13 months.
Philip attended Western Reserve Medical
School after graduation from Kenyon.
FRED BARRY, JR., '42, was awarded his
bachelor of laws degree from Harvard Uni
versity on February 21.
JOHN D. REINHEIMER, '42, who was
recently awarded his Ph.D. from Johns Hop
kins University for graduate work in the field
of chemical research, has accepted an instructorship at the College of Wooster.
BOB JOHNSON, '43, formerly chief an
nouncer for radio station WCMW, Canton,
Ohio, is now news editor of WKBZ, Mus
kegon, Michigan.
DR. WILLIAM HERR BURNETT, '45, will
be married to Miss Carolyn Louise Stowell of
Bronxville, New York, in June. Since his
graduation from the University of Pittsburgh
School of Medicine, Dr. Burnett has been resi
dent in Internal Medicine at Presbyterian and
Women's Hospital, Pittsburgh.

BEXLEY NOTES
Interseminary Conference
Highly Successful
The 1949 Episcopal Interseminary Con
ference was held April 21 through April 23
at Bexley Hall, the Divinity School of Kenyon
College. The topic of the Conference was the
same great question on which the Lambeth
Conference was held in England last summer—
The Future of the Anglican Communion.
Speakers at the Conference, which attracted the
widest representation of seminarians ever to at
tend such a gathering, included the Most
Reverend Philip Carrington, Archbishop of
Quebec, the Very Reverend Alexander C. Zabriskie, S.T.D. '34, the Reverend John S. Higgins, and the Reverend Charles D. Kean.
Nearly ninety students from fourteen seminaries
in the United States and Canada attended the
various lectures and discussions. Many clergy
men and other interested people from nearby
and from points as distant as Winnipeg,
Canada, also attended.

the greater Columbus area to the College and
to each other.

It is a credit to the Editor and

to the alumni in central Ohio. We sincerely
hope that other alumni groups will follow
Central Ohio's lead.

The stronger the smaller

groups that make up the Kenyon alumni, the

ALUMNI NOTES (Cont.)
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stronger the general body will be!

The Reverend Stuart G. Cole, B.'28, for
merly rector of the Church of the Ascension,
Rochester, New York, has accepted a call to the
Church of the Ascension, Lakewood, Ohio.

Changes in the Faculty
The Department of Mathematics will have
two full professors next fall: Dr. William
R. Transue, at present on leave of absence at
the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton
University, who has been promoted from the
rank of Associate Professor, and Dr. Otton
M. Nikodym, who has been promoted from the
rank of Visiting Associate Professor.
In the Biology Department, Dr. Charles S.
Thornton, formerly Associate Professor, is now
Professor of Biology. Dr. Thornton has been
on the faculty since 1936. At present, he is
doing research on regeneration of tissues under
a grant from the American Cancer Society.
Mr. Raymond English, the one Cantab,
among our many Oxons., has been raised to the
rank of Associate Professor from that of As
sistant Professor of Political Science.
In the English Department, Robert Hillyer,
Pulitzer Prize-winning poet, who was Visiting
Professor of English during the fall semester
this year, becomes a permanent member of the
faculty.

EASTER LECTURES
The Reverend Massey H. Shepherd, Jr., Pro
fessor of Church History at Episcopal Theologi
cal Seminary and Associate Rector of St. John's
Church, Roxbury, Massachusetts, gave the 1949
Easter Lectures at Bexley Hall this year. His
general subjects were: "The Prayer Book and
the Bible," and "The Prayer Book and
Christian Doctrine." The two lectures on each
topic commemorated the 400th anniversary of
the Book of Common Prayer, and the 125th an
niversary of the founding of Bexley Hall. Mr.
Shepherd, whose writings have been widely
published in the church press, gave the lectures
on the Tuesday and Wednesday after Low
Sunday, April 26 and 27.

Bishop Reinheimer
The Right Reverend Battel Hilen Rein
heimer, K. '11, B. 14, D.D. '31, marked the
thirteenth year of his consecration to the epis
copate on March 4, 1949, by a celebration of
the Holy Communion in his private oratory at
Church House, Rochester, New York. Bishop
Reinheimer, who last year retired as Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of Hobart and Wil
liam Smith Colleges and was subsequently
named Chancellor of those institutions as a
personal tribute to his years of service to them,
is a native of Sandusky, Ohio, and began his
ministry in the Diocese of Southern Ohio. He
was executive secretary of the field
depart
ment of the Episcopal Church before being
elected Bishop of Rochester in 1936. A very
active man, he is a member of the Board of
Trustees of the University of Rochester and the
Rochester Public Library, in addition to his
work in the diocese and at Hobart and William
Smith Colleges.

A L U M N I
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EDGAR G. MARTIN

OBITUARIES
John M. Jerpe, '20, an executive with the
General Motors Corporation and one-time
athletic coach at Kenyon College, suffered a
fatal heart attack at the Indianapolis Athletic
Club on March 10.
Mr. Jerpe had been with the General Motors
Corporation since 1928, when he became a field
representative for the Chevrolet Division. From
1936 to 1941, he was director of the General
Motors Parade of Progress and he took that
motorized exposition on tours throughout the
United States, Canada, Mexico, and Cuba.
During World War II, he directed the cor
poration's war bond and suggestion plan pro
grams, continuing as head of the latter pro
gram until his death. His success in his
position may be measured by the fact that
since 1942 more than 100,000 employees' sug
gestions have been bought by General Motors
for nearly $4,000,000. He was a past president
of the National Association of Suggestion
Systems.
Born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, he attended
Kenyon after the first World War. He coached
both the football and basketball teams while
an undergraduate. He was a member of the
Delta Tau Delta fraternity.
At the time of his death Mr. Jerpe was ser
ving as President of the Kenyon Alumni As
sociation of Detroit.
*

*

*

•

*

*

Franklin Alter, Jr., KMA, died at his
Wyoming, Ohio, home on January 7 after an
illness of three years. Mr. Alter was the U. S.
Internal Revenue agent for Ohio until his re
tirement a number of years ago. A civic leader
in the Cincinnati area, he was a member of the
Chamber of Commerce, the Cuvier Press Club
and various political and fraternal organiza
tions.
*

*

*

*

*

*

The Reverend Francis V. Baer, B. '00, and
his wife, Kathleen Howell Baer, were found
dead in their home in Queens Village, New
York, December 15, apparently having been
asphyxiated by gas from their kitchen stove.
Both seemed to have died in their sleep.
Mr. Baer was rector emeritus of St. Mat
thew's Episcopal Church in Woodhaven, New
York. He had retired after 18 years of service,
in 1937. He had served as rector of Christ
Church, Sag Harbor, New York, from 1909 to
1918.
The Right Reverend James Pernette DeWolfe, K. '17, B. '19, Bishop of Long Island,
officiated at the communion service before the
funeral.
$

*

*

*

*

*

Riley James Moorehouse, '13, of the O'BrienMoorehouse Agency in Detroit, died on Jan
uary 19. Mr. Moorehouse was a member of
Beta Theta Pi, and at the time of his death
was president of the Beta Alumni Association.

WILLIAM WYANT
William N. Wyant, KMA '99, K. '03, dis
tinguished alumnus and memr>er of the Board
of Trustees, died recently at his home in La
Jolla, California. He headed his own invest
ment brokerage firm for many years before as
sociating himself with Glore, Forgan Co. of
Chicago. He was a member of the Bond
Club of Chicago.
His chief interest outside his business was
Kenyon College. He attended the Kenyon
Military Academy for several years, graduating
in 1899 and from the College in 1903. Alpha
Delta Phi was his fraternity, and his under
graduate friends in the chapter included Carl
Ganter, the late Wilbur Cummings and James
G. Stewart. He has always shown a particular
interest in the affairs of the East Wing. For
several years he was chairman of the College's
Committee on Class Reunions.
Mr. Wyant was born in Canton, Ohio, and
lived most of his life in and around Chicago.
The first Mrs. Wyant died five years ago. In
October, 1947, he married Mrs. Lessing who
survives him.
For many years he was president of the
Sunset Ridge Country Club in Winnetka,
Illinois. He was also a Mason and a Shriner in
good standing.
s-S

*

:i:

*

Sherman Hayes, '12, automotive official and
agent for the British Purchasing Commission
during World War II, died on February 29
of a heart attack in Boston. He was a grand
son of President Rutherford B. Hayes, of the
Class of 1842, and a veteran of World War I.
He was a member of Psi Upsilon when an
undergraduate on the Hill.
sji

•!'

h'

"I*

•}•

LeRoy Washington Pilcher, '17, McArthur,
Ohio, businessman, died in Holzer Hospital,
Gallipolis, on April 8 after a brief illness. Mr.
Pilcher was a leading citizen of his community
and a member of the executive committee of
the Ohio Savings and Loan League. His son,
Will, is a sophomore at Kenyon.

Edgar G. Martin, '96, civic leader and for
many years judge of the Huron County common
pleas court, died February 14 in Memorial
Hospital at Norwalk, Ohio. In holding common
pleas court the famed barrister had served by
assignment at Fremont, Sandusky, and other
courts in the Huron county jurisdiction.
Judge Martin graduated from Kenyon College
in 1896 and went on to study law under the
late Judge Arthur Rowley. He also studied at
the Cleveland Law School.
A lifelong Republican, he served as city
solicitor and mayor of Norwalk and as Huron
County prosecutor for eight years before his
election to the bench in 1935.
He was a veteran of the Spanish-American
War during which he served as captain of Com
pany G, 145th Infantry of the Ohio National
Guard.
He was a member of Beta Theta Pi, a charter
member of the Norwalk Elks, and a member of
the Masonic lodge, the Whittlesey Academy,
the board of directors of the Norwalk Public
Library, the Shakespeare Club, the Huron
County Bar Association and St. Paul's Epis
copal Church.
*

*

*

*

*

*

James L. Cunningham, KMA '05, K. '09, an
official with the Sherwin-Williams Company
for the past 35 years and a warden and vestry
man of the Church of the Mediator, Beverly
Hills, Chicago, died on April 14 at St. Luke's
Hospital, Chicago. He was a brother-in-law of
the Reverend John Stalker, D.D., professor at
Bexley Hall. Mr. Cunningham was buried
from the Church of the Holy Spirit in Gambier.
* * $ * * *
The Reverend George H. MacNish, '03, died
at University Hospital in Syracuse, New York
on January 29. He was rector of St. James
Church, Cleveland, New York, and Trinity
Church, Constantia, New York, at the time of
his death.
$

$

:|c

The Right Reverend John C. Ward, Hon.
'24, retired Bishop of Erie, died on February
15 in Buffalo, New York. An outstanding
churchman with a long and brilliant record of
service, he held influential posts in military and
' civic organizations as well as in the Church.
* * * * * *
T. Keith Brian, KMA, has died, according
to word received in the Alumni Office recently.

ALUMNI NOTES
ROBERT U. HASTINGS, JR., '47, son of
ROBERT U. HASTINGS, SR., '19, has an
nounced his candidacy for the position of city
solicitor of Lancaster, Ohio, subject to nom
ination in the May primary.
KEVIN O DONNELL, '47, and Miss Mar
garet Ann O'Donnell of Rocky River, Ohio,
will be married in the fall. Kevin attended the
Harvard University Graduate School of Busi
ness Administration after graduating from Ken
yon. He was a first-string
tackle on the 1946
football squad.
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The Advocate is a publication of the undergrad
uates of Kenyon College. This special edition
was prepared under the editorship of Robert
Wysong, '50, assisted by E. F. McGuire, '49. We
feel that the alumni will consider it of real in
terest and lasting value. Therefore, we have
reprinted the issue, almost in its entirety.

Old
Kenyon
Memorial
Issue

THE ORIGINS OF OLD KENYON
by Richard G. Salomon
In the early dark morning hours of Sunday the 27th of
February 1949, the College community watched with a heavy
heart the saddest event in the long history of Kenyon. Many
of us stood by, with the nagging feeling of uselessness and
helplessness, while Old Kenyon, the venerable symbol and,
for many years, the center of Kenyon's life went up in flames.
The efforts of the fire-fighters
were in vain. In less than an
hour the whole middle part from the basement to the top of
the roof was in flames. The spire gleamed in a peculiar silvery
light and slowly disintegrated until its framework disappeared
in the burning mass of the building. From the middle the
flames spread to both the wings simultaneously, over the
roof and through the basement. After two hours it was clear
that nothing could be saved. The fire walls between Middle
Kenyon and the wings proved useless; in East and West Wings
the fire spread from the roof downwards. Nothing but the
empty shell was left.
We shall not speak here of the human tragedy, the precious
lives lost. The names of our nine young friends will live in
our memory.
Old Kenyon will be rebuilt, according to the wishes of
most of the Kenyon men, outwardly in its old form, different
in the interior as far as necessary in order to avoid a new
catastrophe. Some of the old stones, we do not know yet how
many of them, will be used for the reconstruction.
At this moment, when the plans for rebuilding are just
getting under way, a tale of how Old Kenyon was originally
built, might be welcome.*

PHILANDER CHASE AND GOTHIC
ARCHITECTURE
Old Kenyon had a specific position in the history of
American architecture. Built in 1827-29, completed in 183436, it represented the first attempt in collegiate Gothic in
this country.
Bishop Philander Chase (Figure 1), the founder of the
College, is also the father of Old Kenyon. It has been told
many times how he developed the plans for the institution,
how he acquired and cleared the grounds on the hill in the
middle of Ohio, how he laid the cornerstone of the building
and directed the work from its beginning to a provisional
completion.

FIGURE 1 — PHILANDER CHASE

How much he personally contributed to the purely archi
tectural ideas of the building cannot be said with certainty.
Many-sided as he was, self-trained in many kinds of activity
as his pioneer life required, leading and commanding whereever he worked, he certainly impressed the stamp of his
mind on the form of the building. But he did not work
single-handed. He consulted the best architects,' as he stated,
somewhat non-committally, on a certain occasion; he empha
sized that 'in delineating the plan of this edifice no time nor
pains were spared in causing it to combine every convenience
which economy could justify."
When he started his conferences with architects, he must
have had some ideas and wishes about the style and form of
his building. The plan of Old Kenyon was worked out at the
time when the Gothic Revival, coming from England, began
to influence American church architecture.

The first tentative

steps in that direction had already been made, touching in
their simplicity and naivety yet not deserving the spiteful con
demnation which an accomplished master in the renewed
style, Ralph Adams Cram, chose to pronounce on them a
hundred years later.
The idea of Gothic architecture as being the Christian
style par excellence, which idea, for better or for worse,
triumphed in the later 19th and earlier 20th centuries, began to

*This article is condensed from a study "Philander Chase, Nor
man Nash and Charles Bulfinch" which the author published in the
Historical Magazine of the Protestant Episcopal Church Vol. XV.
(1946). Some additions have been made here, based on material
recently discovered. Bibliography and documentation can be found in
the first edition. The Reverend Dr. Walter H. Stowe at New Bruns
wick, N. J., the editor of the Magazine, was kind enough to allow
the use of the original article and its illustrations.

interest the circles of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the
early 1820 s. An isolated example was already in existence:
the second Trinity Church in New York City, built as early
as 1788. Soon after 1820 the revived style made conquests in
various places almost simultaneously: small Gothic churches
were built in Buffalo, Philadelphia, Rochester, and Louisville.
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It is not known whether Philander Chase ever took notice
of those first attempts, before he went to England in 1823;
but in the old country he fell in love with the great Gothic
architecture at once. In the first days after his arrival in Eng
land he saw the cathedral of Manchester, and wrote: "It is
built after the Gothic style, and of all things I have ever beheld
it has the most solemn effect." Some months later he reported
on the minster at Beverly as "a noble structure of Gothic
taste"; and about St. Mary's, also at Beverly, as "an exquisitely
fine specimen of ancient Gothic taste." With similar words
he mentioned Temple Church in his London diary, in which
he otherwise made hardly any observations in the field of art.
Chase's impressions in England were in harmony with
the growing trend within the Church. Combined with each
other, these influences produced in him the idea of imitating,
for the first time in America, the English type of Gothic
college buildings. In later years he spoke of "the semi-Gothic
style of Old Kenyon as most suitable for an Episcopal Semi
nary or College," and sharply criticized the adoption of the
'Grecian Order,' the pseudo-classical style, for the construc
tion of Rosse Hall. This was written in 1844 and gives no
guarantee that Chase had accepted, twenty years before, the
theory of a specific inner relation between churchmanship
and Gothic architecture; but in any event, the first elevation
of Old Kenyon, made in 1826 (Figure 3), shows the tendency
to create something in this style. The word "semi-Gothic" char
acterizes the building quite well. The understanding of real
Gothic had not progressed very far in the 1820's. A pointed
arch would suffice, in general, to stamp a building as "Gothic."
Of the 'best architects' consulted by Chase, only two are
known by name: a very famous one whose contribution to the
work is restricted to one detail, and a very forgotten one, who
did at least a great deal of the original plan. The first was
Charles Bulfinch, the leading architect of America in the first
half of the 19th century; the other was a simple clergyman,
the Reverend Norman Nash.
It is peculiar how little credit Chase has given to the
latter. Neither in his printed Reminiscences nor in his original
correspondence, in the hundreds of letters which are kept here
in our College Library, does he mention Nash's participation
in the draft.
There is only one testimonial for it, this however in a con
spicuous place. The first picture of Old Kenyon (Figure 3)
bears, in the smallest of script, one line at its left side:

"Designed and drawn by the Rev. N. Nash."
When Chase in 1848 published the second edition of his
Reminiscences he took this picture as a frontispiece for the
second volume, a tacit acknowledgement of Nash's claims of
authorship.
Even more peculiar than the absence of Nash's name from
Chase's reports is the fact that the historians of Kenyon, even
the distinguished author of our centenary history, George F.
Smythe, persistently overlooked the little inscription. Only five
years ago the sharp eye of a professional architect, Mr. Guy
Study in St. Louis, Missouri, discovered it. This gave the oc
casion for a closer study of the origins of Old Kenyon.
It began with quite an interesting hunt for data on the
life of this man Nash who had been a perfect stranger to
Kenyon history. The results were, quite briefly, the following.

'T
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FIGURE 2 —NORMAN NASH

NORMAN NASH
Like Philander Chase, Norman Nash (Figure 2) came of
New England stock. He was born in Ellington, Connecticut,
in 1790, as the youngest son of Ebenezer and Susannah Nash,
members of a family later on distinguished in the history of
the Church. Norman Nash's namesake, the present Bishop
of Massachusetts, an old friend of Kenyon, belongs to the
same family.
Nash did not have much of a regular education. Intellec
tually he was a self-made man. His first, and never lost, in
terest was mechanics; then he studied medicine, whatever that
means; at any rate enough to enable him to work occasionally
as a practitioner. He was already thirty years old when he
entered the ministry, being ordained by the Bishop of Virginia.
His ecclesiastical career was checkered; he changed his
position every few years. He had a great deal of intellectual
versatility, which earned him the respect of his colleagues,
but also had a peculiar restlessness which drove him from
place to place and from job to job. After one year in Phila
delphia he went into missionary work in middle Pennsylvania,
around Lewistown and Huntingdon. Before two years were
over, he embarked on a real missionary adventure in what
was then the Far West, among the Oneida Indians at Green
Bay, Wisconsin.
The result seems to have been more adventure than mis
sion. His mechanical talent apparently got the better of his
missionary zeal; he was denounced to his employers, the
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, as having neglected
his spiritual task and occupied himself "with his studies and
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sundry amusements, portrait painting and boat building." The
appointment ended in Nash's quick return to Philadelphia, in
a painful conflict with the Society, with mutual accusations
and bitterness. That was in 1826 and 1827.
After several other attempts in church service, the quick
termination of which evidently was connected with his stormy
temperament, Nash retired for good in 1834 and went once
more to the West, this time to Port Huron, Michigan, where
he started a new life which was to last for more than thirtyfive years. Practical as always, he made a living by running
a ferry over the St. Clair River, and the lack of a physician

For Chase this acquaintance with an 'architect' with Gothic
leanings was a godsend. Half a year before, in March 1826,
he had bought, with money collected in England, from Mr.
William Hogg at Brownsville, Ohio, the 8000 acres of land
in Knox County, which included the Hill.' The deal had
been approved by the Diocesan Convention of Ohio in June
1826; the famous first
Episcopal Sunday service on the
grounds, held on the 4th of June 'under the spreading trees
of the forest,' probably at the foot of the Hill near the spot
where the Power House is now, had solemnly indicated the
future purposes of the acquisition. The bishop now faced his

in the place enabled him to make use of his rudimentary
medical training. The settlers used to call on him for medical

immediate task: the construction of the College building.

help; to them he became 'Dr. Nash' rather than the 'Reverend

of the first

Sir.'
He built himself a little house, a "diminutive castle" with
a tower, in the midst of woods, where now is downtown Port

December 14, 1826 (Figure 3), there is a space of no more
than seven weeks. Nash, out of a job, had nothing else to

Huron. There he lived as a serene and contented old bachelor,
among rarely cleaned-away heaps of dust, always busy with
reading and chemical experiments, tinkering with gadgets,
and playing his old bass viol. It would be interesting to know
whether young Thomas Alva Edison, who lived at Port Huron
in Nash's later years, ever found his way into the den of the
old experimenter. Young people looked up with rather weird
feelings to the mysterious old man with the long locks clus
tering about his neck, and with the old-fashioned long frock
coat. Enjoying the universal respect of his fellow citizens, Nash
died at Port Huron in 1870.
Whether all the data given in his obituaries are correct
or not, and though it may be doubtful that he was in some
sort a universal genius, as an old friend called him after his
death, he certainly was a many-sided man. He was capable in
almost any kind of handicraft in a pioneerish way: he made

Between his first

meeting with Nash and the publication

plan of the building which bears the date of

do at that time, and Chase evidently had no difficulty in
interesting him in his plans and putting him to work.
The result is the first elevation of Old Kenyon, the most
popular of all the older Kenyon pictures (Figure 3). Copies
derived from it, many of them in colors, are still scattered over
the offices at Kenyon and among Kenyon men everywhere.
The picture shows Old Kenyon not as it has been at any
time, but as the planners wanted it to be when finished. The
middle part is as we have known it; the wings, however, are
far extended North and South, each one longer than the mid
dle part, so that the whole group gives the aspect of a huge H.
A rather low spire squats heavily on the middle of the roof.
There is no denial that the plan is impressive; but it is some
what sombre and provides, involuntarily, for many dark corners
which would never have been reached by sunrays.
The lack of money which enforced restrictions on the
plan proved to be a blessing in disguise. In its final form

optical instruments, artificial teeth, and improvements in steam
engines. He is also said to have invented an alphabet, with
a character for every sound in the English language, and an

with the wings protruding only a little beyond the middle
in front and rear, Old Kenyon became a better building than
provided for in the first plan (Figure 4).

other alphabet for Indians, which allegedly was used in some

The plan as shown in the first picture is the product of
cooperation between Chase and Nash, who remained in close

printed books.
This was the man who, by a mere chance, became instru
mental in the creation of Old Kenyon.

CHASE AND NASH
From his early years in church service, architecture had
been one of Nash's numerous hobbies. In 1823-24 he had
built a little church at Lewistown which he describes as 'an
elegant brick building in Gothic style.' The building came
down long ago, but an old photograph conserved by the

contact during the last two months of 1826. Neither of them
was a trained architect. They were many-sided and courageous
amateurs, of that type which has left its traces in the history
of American architecture everywhere, with considerable prac
tical experience and no theoretical training at all. It would
be too much to expect the modern functional approach from
the 'gentlemen-architects' of the 1820's. They started with
the fagade without giving much thought to what was to be
behind it.

vestry confirms the statement: the form of the windows with

It is not possible to measure the share of either one exactly.
The inscription, "Designed & Drawn by the Rev. N. Nash"

their pointed arches certifies that Nash followed the new
mode of Gothic' architecture according to the lights of his

(figure 3), seems, offhand, to claim the whole as Nash's work.
A trifling detail, however, found in Chase's letters, proves

time.
So he already had a certain amount of experience in
'modern' building when he and Philander Chase met for the
first time.
It happened in November 1826, in Philadelphia. Chase

that he was not originally willing to allow Nash that much
credit. On December 19, 1826, the bishop sent Lord Kenyon
the first copy of the picture on which the lettering was still
missing. He accompanied it by a letter (now in the College

was on one of his numerous journeys to the East. At Phila

Library) in which he gave the wording of the planned dedi
cation almost exactly as it is found in the printed copies:

delphia he was the guest of the Rev. Benjamin Allen, a close
friend of Norman Nash; and there is no doubt that this mutual

tionately inscribed to the Benefactors thereof both

friend brought the two men together.

in England and America by their most grateful and

"This view of Kenyon College, Ohio, is most affec
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FIGURE 3 — OLD KENYON AS

WAS PLANNED ORIGINALLY

Designed and drawn by the Rev. N. I

h — Engraved by P. E. Hamm, 1826

faithful Friend Philander Chase, 14th December
A. D. 1826,"
but under this date it reads only:
"Drawn by the Rev. N. Nash."
This clearly intends to put Nash into the position of a mere
technician, a draftsman. On closer inspection, however, it
appears that Chase started writing "Designed . . . ," and
then blotted this word out, replacing it by "Drawn." This
shows that he himself, at least, had some doubts about the
distribution of credits. In the final printed form, however,
the words, "Designed & Drawn," are re-established. There
is no indication in the sources as to whether this was the
result of a discussion between the two men, whether Nash
ever heard about the bishop's first intention and insisted on
his rights, or whether Chase raised and settled these scruples
for himself.
We have no other testimonial about the origins of this
first plan of Old Kenyon. It stands to reason that Nash, when
he designed the building, had to consider the ideas of his
employer, as every architect has to do, and there is no saying
how far he reproduced or changed them. It is true that Chase
in all his writings, his letters, as well as his Reminiscences,
never mentioned Nash's participation in the work, but he
added a copy of the picture with Nash's name on it to each
copy of the second edition of the Reminiscences, and this suf
fices as a proof that he acknowledged Nash's claim to an essen
tial part in the work. An additional proof of this is the fact
that Chase never claimed to be the author himself. When in
1830 the Board of Trustees celebrated him as an "architect,"
he could accept that compliment as a reward for his having
supervised the construction work from the laying of the corner-

stone to the finishing of the roof.
Nash's work for Old Kenyon seems to have ended with
his making this first drawing. He had no share in working
out the detail of the plan or in making the working draw
ings. Personally, he remained in contact with the bishop for
some time more. During his stay in Allen's house, Chase
became sick and developed a tumor on the hip, which Nash,
in his capacity as a lay physician, cured with a "diadrink
(medicine) of roots" — poor bishop! Probably at the same
time, Nash sold to the bishop about one hundred dollars
worth of "philosophical apparatus," i. e., scientific instru
ments, which helped to form the basis for the laboratories of
Kenyon College. In 1828 or 1829 he sent one of his nephews
to Gambier and sustained him in the preparatory school.
It seems likely that Chase and Nash understood one an
other pretty well. There is a certain similarity in the two men:
both of them were of the pioneer and missionary type, in
terested and competent in many fields of human activity, fond
of technical work, of "doing things" with their hands, of
venturing on experiments, and not afraid of conflicts. What
they drafted together was respectable. Recently a well-known
American architect wrote: "Old Kenyon looks like Bishop
Chase, like a he-man all right." A comparison, however,
between Old Kenyon and the picture of Nash's Church in
Lewistown convinced the present writer that there was also
something of Norman Nash in the looks of Old Kenyon.
Bishop Chase was highly pleased with the plan. He ex
pected it to afford more convenience than any other building
he ever saw, and, if carried into complete effect, to earn more
admiration than any other building in the United States.
Criticism was not welcome. William Sparrow, at that time

THE ADVOCATE

10

FIGURE 4 — OLD KENYON IN 1875.

PHOTOGRAPH: KENYON COLLEGE LIBRARY

the oldest professor—about 27 years old—at Kenyon and
Chase's trusted young friend, also personally connected with
him by his marriage to Mrs. Chase's sister, ventured to remark
that the building had better be less compact, that the two
planned wings might be cut off from the middle part and
placed apart; evidently in order to avoid the agglomeration of
dark corners in the two courtyards North and South. The
bishop 'took offence,' as Sparrow reports, at the mere idea.
After a few years he was to take greater offence at Sparrow's
behavior. The young Senior Professor became the leader of
the faculty in their rebellion against the autocratic regime of
the bishop as President of the College, that rebellion which
contributed much to the premature end of Chase's episcopate
in Ohio and his presidency in Gambier in 1831.
Nash's picture was successful, not only for the purpose
for which Chase wanted it. It was meant to serve as propa
ganda material for his money-raising campaign for the College.
A rather large issue was made by a Philadelphia engraver
and shipped to Chase's friends in England for distribution
among sponsors, to gain new friends. The issue was soon
exhausted, and a copy of it, also an engraving, was made in
England, ordered and evidently paid for by the Kenyon
friends in the old country. This copy in turn became the
basis for numerous reproductions in various popular works
on America. The College Library owns a complete collection
of these reproductions. They are partly in the size of the
original, partly reduced to less than half, with captions in
English, French, German, Italian and Spanish according to
the language of the books in which they were incorporated.
Some of them were printed years after the building had

been finished in quite a different form. Up till today they are
quite common in the print market, incomparably more so than
later pictures which show the building as it was and not as it
was planned to be.

THE CONSTRUCTION OF
MIDDLE KENYON
With this first elevation for his guidance Chase started the
work on the Hill in the spring of 1827. A cornerstone cere
mony was held on June 6th. The bishop's nephew, the Rever
end Mr. Intrepid Morse from Steubenville, preached the
sermon,—a beautiful sermon according to the taste of the time,
less palatable to the modern reader who can consult it in print.
An original little document in the College Library, partly
in the clumsy handwriting of a youngster, partly in the bish
op's own hand adds some more information. It was read aloud
during the ceremony and is printed here for the first time:
Memorandum of the Articles deposited in the Corner
stone of Kenyon College.
A Bill of the Act to incorporate the Theological
Seminary of the P. E. Ch. of the Diocese of Ohio.
Articles of the Constitution of the Seminary and Col
lege.
Names of the Clergy in the Diocese of Ohio.
Succession of American Bishops.
Names of the Donors to Kenyon College both in
England and America.
(So far in an unknown hand)
Names of the Governor of this State and the Presi
dent of the States.
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The History of this Diocese and the Progress of the
work of founding the Theological Seminary and
Kenyon College.
The Holy Bible and the Book of Common Prayer.
Mr. Wells will please to read the above when re
quested by the Bishop.

(The second part in Chase's hand. — Mr. Bezaleel
Wells was a lay member of the Diocesan Convention
and a personal friend of Chase.)
When in 1927 the College celebrated the centenary of the
cornerstone service, the place where the cornerstone is be
lieved to be, in the northeast corner of Middle Kenyon, was
marked by a bronze tablet which is known to every Kenyon
man. During the reconstruction work the cornerstone will
probably come out, and there is a slight possibility that its
contents will give a little additional information, perhaps even
on Norman Nash's participation in the planning.
The process of the work is quite vividly described in
Chase's Reminiscences. A large crew of quarry men, stone

was the history of a reformed drinker, he is mistaken; Chase
was a teetotaller all his life) and in so doing gained their
sympathy. Many of them were in tears—(Ohio labor of old
must have been rather emotional)—and went to work with
out a drop of whiskey.'
The well known and often repeated story of how the
work was looked on with suspicion by the population in the
neighborhood, who considered the thick walls as those of a
British fort built by a British agent posing as an American
bishop, and the students as British soldiers in disguise, is ex
aggerated. It boils down to one such suspicious remark made
by one farmer somewhere in Knox County, to one of the first
students of Kenyon, later on the Reverend Mr. Henry Caswall, who has told it in his book America and the American

Church (1839).

THE BULFINCH TRADITION
While the work was under way, some change was made

cutters, masons and unskilled labor was assembled. With
great pride the bishop tells how he succeeded in persuading
them to abstain from liquor. A foreman and nineteen of the
'hands' petitioned him in written form, to 'grant them the use

in the original plan. It is at this period only that the name of
Bulfinch comes into the story.

of spirituous liquors three times in each day, in quantity one
small glass at each time' and motivated the request with the
lack of 'a supply of good fresh water.' Chase answered by an

vived until quite recent times at Kenyon which ascribed the
construction of Old Kenyon to Bulfinch. This would link up
the building with proud monuments of American architecture:

oral address to the crew, he 'told them his own history' (if
the reader should get the impression from this phrase that it

Capitol in Washington. Smythe, in his history of Kenyon,

In contrast to the facts stated thus far, a tradition sur

the State House and Faneuil Hall in Boston, and with the

FIGURE 5 — MIDDLE KENYON IN 1829. DRAWN BY PHILANDER CHASE
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stressed these "distinguished affinities," and mentioned "the
magnificent design which Charles Bulfinch had contributed"
for Kenyon College. Smythe certainly was aware of the fact,
though he did not mention it, that there is no drawing or
sketch of Old Kenyon signed with Bulfinch's name. He evi
dently took Nash's picture (Figure 3), which he reproduced in
his book, as the copy of a lost original drawing made by Bul
finch. He did not indicate, however, any reason for this as
sumption.
Outside of Ohio the tradition gained a certain publicity
through an article written by a famous modern architect who
was in close touch with the College, the late Alfred Granger,
who built the College commons, Peirce Hall. In this article
Granger went even a step farther: he not only credited Bul
finch with the design for Old Kenyon, but declared it "quite
possible that Bishop Chase must have secured the help of
Bulfinch in laying out the plan not only of the College park
but of the village" of Gambier. This hypothesis, however
flattering it might be to the civic pride of the town of Gam
bier, must be discarded, since it is based on nothing but
imagination.
The Ohio Guide, published by the Writers' Project in
1940, accepted the tradition, either on Smythe's or Granger's
authority. It contains a picture of the building with the cap
tion: "Old Kenyon, Charles Bulfinch, architect."
This tradition, cherished by older generations of Kenyon
men, has its roots in a statement made by Bishop Chase him
self. In his Reminiscences he printed a letter of his which
he sent to Lord Gambier in 1829. The letter gives a description
of the College building:
The building of the college, 110 feet of it, is now up,
covered and finishing. The walls are massive and ex
ceedingly well put together, they are 4 feet thick at
bottom, receding 6 inches at every story. As you as
cend 4 stories, the weight of the stone forming the
Cornice course is from 10 to 20 hundred. The roof,
on account of the elevated site of the College and its
consequent exposure to the violent winds of our
country, has more timber in it and is put together with
more appropriate firmness than most things of the
kind in America; the steeple is in good proportion,
high and beautiful. The draft was made for me by
our national architect Mr. Bulfinch of Washington.
This seems pretty conclusive: a personal statement of Chase
that Bulfinch made the draft of Old Kenyon. But in the very
volume in which this was printed, the frontispiece, also with
Philander Chase's name on it, says clearly: 'Designed and
Drawn by the Rev. N. Nash.' A puzzling contradiction, in
deed; and more so, since the expansive literature on Bulfinch's
life and work nowhere mentions Kenyon.
The problem could be solved only by going back to the
original sources. Fortunately the College Library has many
of the original letters and drafts out of which Chase com
piled his Reminiscences. Among them the original draft of
the bishop's letter to Lord Gambier was found, three little
sheets of paper written in Chase's own hand, in a rather pre
carious state of conservation, so brittle and damaged that at
some recent time they had to be mounted on silk for protection.

A comparison of the text printed in the Reminiscences and
that of the original draft, a comparison which apparently
was never made before, not even by Chase himself when he
read the proofs of his book, had an astonishing result. There
is the description of the walls, the roof, and the steeple, in
the same words as in the printed text. But, in the original draft,
the last sentences read:
"The steeple is in good proportion, high and
beautiful. The draft of it was made for me by our
national architect, Mr. Bulfinch of the City of Wash
ington."
Here was the solution of the riddle. It was not the draft
of the building, but the draft of the spire alone, "of it," that
Bulfinch had contributed. Two words, of two letters each,
had escaped the attention of the copyist, and this little mishap
had created what we now can call the Bulfinch Legend.
Now the situation is clear. The two statements of Bishop
Chase are no longer contradictory. The first elevation of 1826
is Nash's property, with Chase's ideas integrated in it.
Bulfinch contributed nothing but a change in the project,
though a conspicuous one, as confirmed by a comparison of
the shape of the spire as it appears on the Nash drawing
(Figure 3) and as it was eventually built (Figure 4). The
Nash spire is thick and heavy with its low basis; the Bulfinch
spire shows the master's hand in its lofty elegance. The bish
op was aware of this when he stressed the "good proportion."

CHASE AND BULFINCH
So far everything is clear, but a new question inevitably
arises: when and under what circumstances did Bulfinch
make the change in Nash's plan? Here the discovery of new
material, a group of Chase letters in the possession of the
Church Historical Society in Philadelphia, came in very handy.
Smythe had assumed that the
with Charles Bulfinch on a visit to
new letters proved beyond doubt
When Chase returned to Ohio in
had nothing but the Nash plan.

bishop became acquainted
Washington in 1826. The
that this was not the case.
the beginning of 1827, he

It was during the construction, in February 1828, that
Chase travelled to Washington once more. Again his original
letters allow us to look into the detail. At this visit in Wash
ington, Chase did his best to enlarge his circle of social ac
quaintances, always with the idea of winning friends for his
great enterprise, for the College. On this occasion it occurred
to him to make use of a family relationship, which had not
been considered up to that time. On March 6, 1828, he wrote
to his wife from Washington:
Yesterday I went to see Mrs. Bulfinch the wife of
the present most excellent chief architect of the United
States. She is the daughter of a Mr. Apthorp who mar
ried the own cousin of your mother. She resembles you.
She is very lively in conversation, has a number of sons
and daughters. She talked with me much of you.
This is the first trace. It is clear from the wording of this
letter that on this social call the bishop did not meet the master
of the house, and had not secured his cooperation. Old Kenyon
was under construction. The bishop's mind was teeming with
ideas about the future of Kenyon. It is impossible to assume
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that he would not have mentioned to his wife at this moment
so important a fact as the cooperation of the first architect of
the country, if it had been a fact at that time.
The bishop may have used this new acquaintance with Mrs.
Bulfinch to get introduced to Bulfinch himself in the days
that followed. It is certain that he met him on March 21st, at
an evening party about which Mrs. Bulfinch reported to her
son, Thomas, in the following letter of March 22, 1828:
Last evening we all went by invitation to tea to
Judge Cranch's. . . . There were plenty of members of
Congress, one or two belles, and a Bishop Chase of
Ohio. ... He is a noble looking son of the Church,
handsome and easy in his manners. He is here to pe
tition Congress to give him a township of land to assist
him to establish a college in Ohio. His building is now
nearly up, and he is enthusiastic as good men usually
are, when engaged in any scheme of what they think
great usefulness. He spent an evening here lately, giving
us an interesting account of his visit to England. . ..
Since Mrs. Bulfinch's formula, "we all," necessarily in
cludes the head of the family, we have here the documenta
tion and the date for a meeting of Chase and Bulfinch. Old
Kenyon, as is evident from the wording of the letter, was one
of the subjects of the talk at that party, and it is only natural

or even in April 1828; but it is certain that Chase, when he
left Washington in May, 1828, carried a copy of the Nash
draft amended by Bulfinch. The spire was built according to
Bulfinch's sketch in 1829.

MIDDLE KENYON FINISHED
In February 1829 Middle Kenyon was under roof; in June
it was 'finishing.' The College Library, thanks to the munifi
cence of Mrs. H. Bryan Perry, owns a precious document of this
time: a pencil sketch of Middle Kenyon as it looked at that mo
ment, with the scaffolding not yet removed (Figure 5). The
caption, in Chase's hand, reads: Kenyon College Ohio, June
19th - 1829. The drawing was made by nobody else than Chase
himself; it bears the unmistakable marks of his style, as seen by
a comparison with other original drawings of his in the pos
session of the Library.
The picture is not correct in proportions and in details,
especially in the presentation of the spire which holds a
middle line between the Nash draft (Figure 3) and the real
shape seen on the photograph (Figure 4).
In September 1829, the first students moved from their
provisional quarters, in unplastered houses on Wiggin Street,
into Old Kenyon. The bishop with his family, who had lived

that Chase was eager to hear the great architect's comment.
It cannot be stated with certainty that it was just on this eve
ning that Bulfinch suggested and sketched the change in the

in a log cabin north of where the Chapel now stands, took
the basement of the West Division. It was here that two years
later the last words were exchanged in the conflict between the
bishop, the Convention, and the faculty which ended in his

form of the spire; it might have been some other day in March

resignation.

C Hl'tr,

FIGURE 6 — OLD KENYON BETWEEN 1836 AND 1840
Drawn by C. R. Prczriminsky.

Lithograph by Bufford, New York City
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CONSTRUCTION OF THE WINGS
After 1830 lack
of money and stone
caused a long break
in the work. It was
not until some years
after Chase had left
Kenyon that the work
was taken up, but on
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the report of its being "recently completed" dates only from
October, 1836. The source for these data, the Gambler Ob
server, a Church weekly published by the faculty of Kenyon
in the 1830's, is silent about the person of the architect who
finished Chase's work. No credit was ever publicly given,
and research in the files of the College has brought no evi
dence as yet. We still have to take Smythe's word for it
that the gentleman-architect who created the wings was
Professor Marcus Tullius Cicero Wing (Figure 7), one of
the most capable and, at that time, most influential members
of the faculty. This man, with a name so weighty with the
classical tradition of the liberal arts college, was a more im
portant figure in the history of Kenyon than is usually realized.
It seems that in the first period of Bishop Chase's successor,
Bishop Mcllvaine, he was the leading spirit not only in the
College but also in the town. He was a Professor in the College,
and later on in Bexley Hall; Treasurer of the College; and
Secretary of the Board of Trustees. He was also one of the
editors of the Gambler Observer, and this is perhaps the

FIGURE 7-MARCUS T.C. WING

reason for the reticence of the paper concerning the author of

years.
The

history

of

the wings is not so clear as that of Middle Kenyon. It is certain
that the East Wing was completed in the fall of 1834. The
West Wing was ready "to receive the roof" at that time, but

the plan for the wings.

A study of the files of the College

gives the impression that Wing was the type of strong worker
who loves to do things, but does not care to be given public
recognition.

FIGURE 8 —OLD KENYON IN I860
Lithograph by Middleton, Strobridge & Co., Cincinnati
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OLD KENYON AFTER 1836
Just at the time when the wings were under construction,
an immigrant of Polish birth, by the name of Charles Romanoff
Prczriminsky, was a member of the faculty as a teacher of mod
ern languages (1834-35). He was rather 'irregular'; he had
worked in architecture in Columbus, and his teaching activities
were not extensive. With the help of the old ledgers of the
College Treasury it was found that part of his work was con
cerned with the foundations of Rosse Hall. There is no evi
dence that he took part in the construction of the wings.
But it is this 'Polish jeniltman'—as a student letter from those
days calls him with politeness more perfect than spelling—with
the difficult name, to whom we owe an important picture of
Old Kenyon, not only beautiful but of high documentary
value (Figure 6) — after Chase's little sketch (Figure 5) the
first picture of Old Kenyon as it was in reality. It is a litho
graph of the greatest rarity. Harry T. Peters, the author of the
classic history of American lithography, did not know it. The
only copy hitherto known was discovered and acquired at Bos
ton in 1937 by Philip T. Hummel, Kenyon '23, and now
graces the walls of his house. Mr. Hummel presented the
College with a remarkably fine photograph of the picture
in original size, now under glass and frame in the Library. It
is here reproduced for the first time. The lithograph can
easily be dated; it was made by a New York firm between
1838 and 1840. Prczriminsky's original drawing which it
reproduced and which is not conserved must have been made
some time between 1834 and 1838. He might have made it
during his stay on the faculty, at a time when the construction
of the wings had progressed far enough to show the definitive
form of the whole building, or at the occasion of a later visit.

The picture shows that Old Kenyon about 1838 looked
almost exactly as we have known it. There are only two slight
differences: the first is the dentellation along the lower edge
of the roof, for the existence of which there is no other testi
monial. It probably was a temporary decoration, perhaps in
wood, which was removed after a short time. The other dif
ference is in the form of the small pinnacles. It is known that
they were of wood; the more elaborate ones of galvanized
iron, some of which are still on the top of the ruins, were
put up only in 1866.
The picturesque trees in the foreground are of course
a beautifying addition made by the professional lithographer,
as are the well arranged groups of people in the foreground.
The Library was recently given a pencil drawing, made per
haps by a Kenyon student of the 1830's, which is almost con
gruent with the lithograph in every architectural detail. For
certain technical reasons it cannot be Prczriminsky's original
drawing, but it seems to be a direct copy from it. On this
drawing the staffage is much more simple; the trees still are
young and by far not of the harmonious shadowing beauty as
in the lithograph. For documentation this copy is priceless; but
its poor state of conservation makes reproduction impossible.
The series of older pictures of Old Kenyon from the prephotographic age ends with a lithograph made about 25 years
later, in I860, which is reproduced here (Figure 8) in order
to give all the more representative specimens of our collection.
It makes no artistic claims, but as a simple matter-of-fact pres
entation in the character of its time it holds its own place.
In these days when the sad aspect of the ruins is constantly
before us, it is refreshing to look at these old pictures showing
Old Kenyon as it was in its early times. We know it shall be
so again.

NOTES ON A FEW
PHOTOGRAPHS OF OLD KENYON
by W. Ray Ashford
The College Library has a large number of pictures of Old
Kenyon, ranging from the quaint steel engraving of the pro
posed building that Bishop Chase had made in 1826, to the
distinguished, photographs that Mr. Norris Rahming, Mr.
Kenneth Gaines, Messrs. Macauley and Shirk, and other
talented Gambier photographers have made in recent years. It
is, therefore, very easy to find out how Old Kenyon's exterior
looked in every period of its history and to trace the changes—
of which there.were remarkably few—that time and necessity
wrought in its outward appearance.
In the preceding article Dr. Salomon has discussed in a
scholarly and charming manner the steel and wood engravings,
the pencil drawings, the lithographs, and the sketches of Old
Kenyon that are in the Library collection of Kenyoniana or
that his research has uncovered elsewhere. In these notes or
legends, which are meant to be purely descriptive, attention is

directed to a few photographs that show that the essential
features of the old building did not change in the one hundred
twenty years of its existence and that the few minor changes
that it did undergo only made it look more like itself.
For, as a lover of things old wrote at the time of the remodel
ling in 1907:
Change Old Kenyon as you will,
Old Kenyon is Old Kenyon still!
The photographs do not begin until 1857 or 1858; but
in order to provide them with a proper background, the first
two notes will deal with two early pictures that have already
been discussed, from an historical rather than a descriptive
point of view, by Dr. Salomon in the brilliant essay on the
origins of Old Kenyon that appears in the earlier pages of this
issue of The Advocate.
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BISHOP CHASE'S DRAWING OF
JUNE 19, 1829
In Bishop Chase's drawing of 1829 (Figure 5), nothing
but the steeple suggests that the building in the picture is the
middle part of Old Kenyon. As Dr. Salomon has pointed out
in his article "The Origins of Old Kenyon," this drawing is in
correct in respect to the proportions as well as to some of the
details of the actual building. We must not imagine, therefore,
that it represents the appearance of the building as it really was
in its unfinished state in June, 1829. Bishop Chase undoubtedly
intended his sketch to be, not illustrative, but merely sugges
tive. The chimneys that later graced the roof of Middle Ken
yon had probably not yet been built and for that reason were
not shown in the drawing. We may assume, however, that the
windows of the third floor were not perpendicular, but pointed
(as they are in the 1826 engraving, Figure 3, and in the Prczriminsky lithograph, Figure 6), that the basement windows
were half concealed beneath the level of the ground, and that
there were doors leading into the three divisions.
The weather vane on top the steeple of Old Kenyon
must have been replaced many times, but it has always looked
like the one in this drawing.
The building in the left middle ground is known to his

tory as the Gothic House. It was built of stone and, in the
words of Dr. Smythe, "was but a fragment of what was de
signed to be a rather spacious house, in architectural keeping
with the college, and supplying part of the northern side of
the great quadrangle of which Old Kenyon, with its farstretching wings, was to furnish the other sides." Later on this
house was enlarged on its west side by a brick addition, and
the resulting commodious house served as a faculty residence
until 1913, when it was torn down. This house stood a bit
to the west of North Leonard.
The tree appearing near the Gothic House is undoubtedly
the magnificent tulip tree that now grows tall between North
Leonard and the Middle Path. And there can be no doubt
that the majestic tree in the right foreground of Bishop Chase's
drawing is the royal oak that still today on the same spot
stretches out its giant branches and thick roots towards the
Middle Path.

THE PRCZRIMINSKY LITHOGRAPH
In the preceding article Dr. Salomon observes that in the
Prczriminsky lithograph, which shows the exterior of the
building in a finished state in about 1835, Old Kenyon looks
almost exactly as we knew it. He notes two significant differ-

FIGURE 9 — THE 1857 - 1858 PHOTOGRAPH OF OLD KENYON
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ences, however. For these the reader is referred to his article.
Prczriminsky drew with amazing accuracy of detail, and in

life for seventy-five or more years, and about them gathers
much lore of early Kenyon. Their emplacements may still be

his drawing we see as plainly as in a photograph all the familiar
features of the facade. A few of them may be mentioned: the
forty-six windows, those of the third floor being pointed and
having diamond-shaped panes in the upper sashes, the others,

seen.
This picture gives the impression that the old building was

vane; the eight crenellated chimneys.
The windows of Old Kenyon and the wall spaces above and
below them were recessed about four inches. This detail does
not show up in most of the photographs, but it is very clear

very much lived in. The threshold and steps of the three en
trances already show some wear. The doors and many of the
windows are open, and in one of the East Wing windows a
curtains may be seen fluttering
in the early morning breeze.
The West Wing bull's-eye window, faintly visible through
foliage, is closed; but the sash of the East Wing bull's-eye
has been removed. One of the basement windows has a sash
with small panes, like the windows of the upper floors; but
most of the basement windows have hinged, door-like shutters
of one or two leaves. The shutter of the belfry window is
either half-open or in disrepair, for daylight shows through it.
The custom of planting ivy around Rosse Hall began on

in the Prczriminsky lithograph. The same is true of the drip
stones at the ends of the arched frames of the third-floor

June 1, 1858, but there is no evidence that vines of any kind
were planted around Old Kenyon until after 1870. Certainly, in

windows. Through the open door of the Middle Division
may be seen the back door that opened on to a flight of steps.

this photograph, there are no vines on the walls of Old Ken
yon. This is the only photograph known in which the tops
of the trees behind Old Kenyon show above the roof.
This photograph shows the Middle Path, and the tributary

including those of the basement, having two sashes with
thirty small square panes; the bull's-eye windows protected
by labels and enclosing wheel sashes (judging from the ap
pearance of the East Wing window, which is open, these
wheel windows were fixed on pivot pins) ; the belfry perfo
rated by a shuttered window; the steeple ending in a weather

THE 1858 PHOTOGRAPH OF
OLD KENYON
The oldest photograph that we possess of Old Kenyon is
the one reproduced as Figure 9. It was probably taken in 1857.
Since there is a copy of this photograph in the album of Ken
yon photographs that Frank Hunt Hurd, Deke of the Class of
1858, compiled in his senior year and dated 1858, we know
that it is not later than 1858.
The light and the shadows, and also the foliage of the
trees, indicate that this picture was taken early in the morning
of a day in the first part of June. Judging from its date and
style, it is very probable that it is one of the many that were
made by the celebrated Hamilton Lanphere Smith, Professor
of Physics and Astronomy in Kenyon College from 1853 to
1868, and an expert photographer and an inventor of photo
graphic equipment.
In this photograph Old Kenyon naturally had the same
general appearance that it had had some twenty-odd years be
fore when Prczriminsky made his lithograph. The photograph,
however, brings out a few details that the lithograph does
not show. The pointing of the masonry, which emphasizing,
as it did, the sizes and shapes and even the colors of the
stones, gave such a beautiful texture to the walls of the fine
old building, stands out so clearly in this photograph that
before the fire almost every individual stone in the picture
could have been identified with its original, particularly the
odd-shaped stones in the lower courses of masonry just above
the basement story. Even if we did not know from other

paths that approach it from the Wings and the Divisions.

THE 1876 PICTURES OF OLD KENYON
The photographs reproduced in Figure 4 and Figure 10
were probably both taken in the early afternoon of a day in the
middle part of June, 1876. The flagpole in front of Old Ken
yon was raised for the welcome that the College gave to
Rutherford B. Hayes when he visited Gambier one week
after his nomination as the Republican candidate for the
Presidency. The nomination took place on June 14, 1876. Since
the flagpole
was not of very solid construction and did not
remain standing very long, we may assume that the photo
graph was taken, if not in the week after June 14, at least
sometime in the same month. The appearance of the trees
and the absence of leaves from the ground prove that the
season was summer and not autumn. In one of the secondfloor windows of the West Wing there may be seen a white
disk, either attached to the upper sash or held in position by
the man who is sitting on the window seat. On this disk may
be read quite distinctly the numeral 79. Since it is unlikely
that anyone but a freshman would have found it amusing
to display his class feeling in this way, we may assume that
the picture was taken in the summer of the freshman year
of the Class of 1879, that is, in the summer of 1876.
In the larger of these two photographs (Figure 4), in
which the camera caught with striking clearness the simple

sources that the roof of Old Kenyon at this time was covered
with wooden shingles, we should know it from this picture.

beauty and dignity, and even the mellowness, of the old
building, there are to be seen the alterations that were made
on the exterior of Old Kenyon in 1866: the wooden pyramidal

The pinnacles are pyramidal in shape, as they were in the
Prczriminsky lithograph, and as they were to remain until 1866.
The chimneys on the ridgepoles of the two wings, which

pinnacles have been replaced by galvanized iron ones of
"Gothic" design; the old wooden shingles on the roof, belfry,
and steeple have been replaced by a slate roof (the photo

were removed in 1907, are clearly visible. There can be seen
plainly the four great handsome waterspouts that gave variety

graph is so clear that even imperfections in the slate are
visible); the word Kenyon in large colored (red) slate letters
has been displayed on the north slope of the roof in front of
the belfry. (This word was removed when a new slate roof
was put on Old Kenyon in 1927.) Where the ridgepole of
Middle Kenyon approaches the ridgepoles of the East and

to the front of the building. On the lawn opposite the en
trances to the East and West Divisions are seen the two
white cisterns, to which the waterspouts contributed. These
cisterns were prominent and necessary features of College

BASEBALL PICTURE OF 1875 - 80
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PICTURE OF 1885 - 88
West Wings there are trap doors. These were added in 1866.
In 1949 there was only one such trap door, near the East
Wing. In this picture it is very clear that the inside chimneys
above Middle Kenyon were narrower than the outside ones,
although they all have the same number (five) of crenelations.
There may be noticed again in this photograph the chimneys
on the ridgepoles of the Wings; the door-like shutters of the
basement windows; the small diamond panes in the upper
sashes of the third-floor windows, precisely as they were in the
Prczriminsky lithograph; the back door seen through the
Middle Division hall; the shuttered and closed belfry window;
the pumps; and the paths diverting to the Wings and the
Divisions.
Rudimentary vines, not yet in leaf, may be seen on the
wall of the East Wing. There are handrails on the steps lead
ing into the Middle and West Divisions, but not on those
leading into the East Division. The thresholds of the three
entrances are definitely worn.
The smaller of the 1876 pictures (Figure 10) must have
been taken just a few moments after the larger one (I'igure
4), for the shadows in Figure 10 are just a bit longer than
those in Figure 4. The ephemeral details in Figure 4 are the
same as those in Figure 10: the same windows are open; the
same windows have broken panes; the disk of 79 is in the
same window; and in four of the windows the same four
figures may be seen.
The smaller photograph (Figure 10) is reproduced, not
to call attention to these coincidences, but to give an idea of

the charm of the setting of Old Kenyon seventy-five years
ago. On the left this photograph shows the front and
brick part of the Gothic House, of which the drawing by
Bishop Chase depicts the back, stone part. This house, built
between 1827 and 1832, was torn down in 1913. On the
opposite side of the Path is seen the front of a brick house
of some dignity, which had been built in 1832 for Professor
Fitch and which was subsequently occupied by Presidents
Andrews, Tappan, and Sterling. It stood approximately where
North Hanna now stands, and was torn down in 1902 to
make room for Hanna Hall. Both houses were surrounded
by fences.
The trees seen along the Middle Path in this photograph
are still standing. The one to the left of the children has for
generations borne the bulletin board. The road leading off to
the right was a carriage road that led down through the Park,
passing in front of Rosse Hall, crossing the Middle Path in
front of the Library, and finally
joining the road that runs
east of the Chapel. Traces of this road are still evident between
the Chapel and Rosse Hall. The subsidiary "tow path" appear
ing on the left of the Middle Path in this picture continued
to exist until some twenty years ago.

BASEBALL PICTURE OF 1875-80
This photograph dates from between 1875 and 1880, and
is one of the few pictures in the Library collection that give
any idea of student life seventy-five years ago. The window
sashes have been removed from the bull's-eyes, and the East
Wing bull's-eye has been boarded up.
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PICTURE OF 1885-88
In this photograph the numeral 88 may be seen on the
cistern, so the picture may safely be dated 1885 or 1886. It
is one of the earliest photographs to show the entrance to the tf<r3
East Wing. Beside the steps notice the wooden, hinged shutters
on the basement window. The vines have attained to the
luxuriance that they have in all the pictures of the last sixty
years.

THE COLLEGE BELL
The photograph below shows the old College Bell as it
was in the autumn of 1901, after it had been recast and before
it had been rehung in the belfry of Old Kenyon. The inscrip
tion on the bell reads as follows:
THE OLD BELL
CAST IN 1836,
PROCURED BY THE EFFORTS OF
ALFRED BLAKE,
OF THE FIRST GRADUATING CLASS,
TO WHOSE MEMORY THIS BELL, NOW RECAST,
IS AFFECTIONATELY DEDICATED BY THE
ALUMNI OF KENYON COLLEGE,
A. D. 1901
This inscription, in stating that the "old" bell had been
cast in 1836, may imply that before 1836, Old Kenyon did
not have a bell; and it has been generally assumed that the
"Old Bell" of the inscription was indeed the first bell to ring
from the belfry of Old Kenyon. Within the last three months,
however, a letter dated 1830 and found in the Chase Collection
of a descendant of Bishop Chase, Mr. Virginius Chase, of
Peoria Heights, Illinois, permits us to believe that the "Old
Bell" of 1836 may have had a predecessor. Dr. Salomon is at
present investigating this subject, and until he has concluded
his research, the definitive history of the Old Kenyon bell
cannot be told.

Norman

Gambler,
Ohio

The "Old Bell" of 1836 had as a clapper a cast-iron ball.
This ball always struck the same parts of the rim, so that the
"Old Bell" finally cracked. The recast bell of 1901 contained
the same metal as the old one, but it was provided with a
modern mounting, including a rotary yoke designed to obviate
such damage as destroyed the "Old Bell."
The bell of the above photograph was the bell that the
majority of living Kenyon Alumni knew and heard, and it was
this bell that was so completely destroyed by the fire that not
a trace of any of its metal, except the clapper, has been found.
On the side of the 1901 bell opposite the inscription that
is seen in the photograph, there was another inscription,
adapted, so it is said, from an inscription on the "Old Bell" of
1836. This inscription not only reminds us of what the Old
Kenyon Bell has stood for; it is also prophetic, we are confi
dent, of the message that the New Old Kenyon Bell will ring
out. We quote the inscription and follow it with a poem which
John Cole McKim, of the Class of 1904, was inspired to
write when he heard the first ringing of the Recast Bell on
Thanksgiving Day, 1901.
RESURGENS CANTO
VIBRANS GAUDEO
AD STUDIUM, AD STADIUM
AEQUALITER VOCO.

Resurgens Canto
Rise up, O Bell, and sing once more
Old Kenyon's glories as of yore;
From crest to crest ring wild and free,
The changes of her history.

Vibrans Gaudeo
Resounding, glory in thy height,
Shout, valiant in thine ancient might
Shout wild and clear from shore to shore,
To those who prized thee years before.

Ad Studium, Ad Stadium Equaliter Voco
Shout out through work or revelry,
Where Kenyon aims still strike for thee
Those strains that memory can not sever,
For Kenyon hearts are thine forever.

